DEVELOPMENT OF FISHERIES                        43
or stud bulls stationed one in each of the fcve wards of the town.
8.    A similar scheme to grade  up   the buffalo   population of rural areas has also been started in North Travancore.
9.    The propaganda  branch  of the Department   was recently reorganised.
10.    A nursery    for  the   multiplication   and   sale of   selected superior strains of fruit plants has been developed at the Fruit Farm, Cape Comorin.
11.    Two Itinerant Veterinary Inspectors   have been appointed to carry on an intensive campaign to stamp out epidemics of anthrax and rinder pest.
Development of Fisheries
There was a fisheries branch which was working for over 25 years under the control of the Director of Agriculture. The work done by this branch was to control the fishing in the backwaters and to investigate the possibilities of introducing superior fishes and modern methods of fish curing. Fish curing yards were opened in several places with a view to popularise sanitary methods of curing and to encourage the fishermen to adopt these methods ; salt was supplied to them at the curing yards at concessional rates. The average annual revenue derived from the backwaters and inland fisheries was about Rs. 20,000 roughly. Soon after assuming charge as Dewan, Sachivothama Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar found with the true instincts of a financier and economist that there was plenty of scope for the development of this source both from the point of view of revenue to the State and as a means of'affording a large section, of the population nutritive and valuable diet. As one of the primary objects of the Travancore University was to help in the scientific research. and development of the material resources of the State, the Government charged the Travancore University to investigate the subject and report on the potentialities of this source. The result of the investigation was that the fishing industry was discovered to be full of promise in more than one direction.